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In Liberty Defined, congressman and #1 New York Times bestselling author Ron Paul returns with

his most provocative, comprehensive, and compelling arguments for personal freedom to date.The

term "Liberty" is so commonly used in our country that it has become a mere clichÃ©. But do we

know what it means? What it promises? How it factors into our daily lives? And most importantly,

can we recognize tyranny when it is sold to us disguised as a form of liberty?Dr. Paul writes that to

believe in liberty is not to believe in any particular social and economic outcome. It is to trust in the

spontaneous order that emerges when the state does not intervene in human volition and human

cooperation. It permits people to work out their problems for themselves, build lives for themselves,

take risks and accept responsibility for the results, and make their own decisions. It is the seed of

America.This is a comprehensive guide to Dr. Paul's position on fifty of the most important issues of

our times, from Abortion to Zionism. Accessible, easy to digest, and fearless in its discussion of

controversial topics, LIBERTY DEFINED sheds new light on a word that is losing its shape.
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I purchased the kindle edition and finished the book in 3 hours with several re-readings of some

chapters/paragraphs.This book is intended for rapidly imploding contemporary America, and could

serve as some sort of ideological foundation for next 10 years to organize a political revamping of

GOP which is in its death throes. It deals with Paul's unique approach as a conservative

libertarian.Surprisingly, the word libertarian has been mentioned only 6 times, whereas the word

moral appears a good 109 times.The writing appears to be universal in its appeal so that an Asian



or African can also relate to part of its contents. Its main focus is on freedom, which together with

diversity and harmony, forms the three principles of humanity.The book is tabulated in 50 chapters

and covers 5 principal themes.1. Individual vs State: Chapters on Capital Punishment, Civil

Disobedience, Public Land, Surveillance and Slavery deal with Paul's view of Washington DC's

crack-down on "personal" liberty. Paul claims that Washington DC is violating personal and property

rights of American people. Matters are at the tipping point so that in near future Americans will lose

all remaining freedoms. However, he does not provide any timeline.2. Foreign policy: Chapters on

Assassinations, CIA, Conscription, Empire, Foreign Aid, Patriotism, Security, Terrorism, Trade

Policies and Zionism. Paul claims that Washington DC's foreign policy is costing Americans in blood

and treasure. These policies are advanced by neoconservatives, whose founders were Leo Strauss

and Irving Kristol. But its executive roots lay in Wilson's presidency, who preceded Strauss & Kristol!

Paul's prescription for Arab-Israeli conflict is Intermarriage, not war.

For one who wants to see Ron Paul win the 2012 Republican nomination, the congressman's latest

book is a bit of a let down. In contrast to a hard-charging campaign book like Harry Browne's The

Great Libertarian Offer, or a memoir, it offers little of the kind of material media people look for. If Dr.

Paul decides to enter the 2012 presidential race, it will do little to garner mainstream media

coverage in the crucial early months of the campaign.But Ron Paul is more interested in being right

than he is in being president. Perhaps the only truly reluctant presidential candidate since George

Washington, his primary aim is to educate. And he does it in the way of the Ancient Greek teacher;

by challenging the untested points of his students' preconceptions, so that they come to the

answers themselves.One of the most interesting chapters in Liberty Defined relates to the obstacle

Paul confronts in his aim to educate: demagogues who "manipulate a political issue in a manner to

obscure or distort truth with emotionalism and prejudice...to take a principled stand by the

proponents of liberty and reason and turn it into support for something ugly and mean."As one

illustration, Paul indirectly addresses the uproar his son, Senator Rand Paul, faced during his 2010

campaign when he suggested that business owners had the right to pick and choose their

customers. "What liberal authoritarians don't quite understand," Paul writes "is that, if government

has the power to control business establishments and all their decisions, they have justified the

intrusion of government in every social aspect of our lives.
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